OFFICE OF THE MAYOR
CITY OF CHICAGO

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
July 19,2013

CONTACT:

Mayor’s Press Office
312.744.3334
press@cityofchicago.org

MAYOR EMANUEL LAUNCHES NEW TIF PORTAL DETAILING ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT
PROJECTS ACROSS THE CITY

Mayor Emanuel today announced the launch of the City’s first-ever TIF Portal as an easy to navigate
geography-based representation of TIF districts and project data. This effort will provide
Chicagoans the for first time will allow Chicagoans to review TIF project data on a map and the
ability to review TIF project data by address, a project name, a TIF district name and or a ward
number. In conjunction with the launch of the TIF Portal, over 2,000 rows of new infrastructure
data have been made publicly available.

“This critical reform will strengthen the transparency and accountability involved in TIF projects,
and will help the city focus programs on job creation and economic development,” said Mayor
Emanuel.

The TIF Portal is a step in a series of TIF reforms intended to improve accountability and make
information regarding the TIF program more accessible to the Chicago public. The TIF Portal is
accessible at cityofchicago.org/ChicagoTIF and provides the following information for each TIF
district:

A description of the purpose of the district;

The investments that have been made in the District that have been approved by City Council;
Alist of redevelopment projects approved by City Council for the district; and

Links to important documents for the district such as the establishment ordinance approved by
City Council, the most recent annual report, and district revenue projection data.

The TIF Portal also provides the following information for each TIF-funded redevelopment project:

The name of the developer;

The TIF funds approved by City Council;

The project’s address;

A brief description of the project; and

Links to important documents for the project (as applicable) such as the redevelopment
ordinance, the Community Development Commission report, and the certificate of completion.

Falling in line with previous reforms, the TIF Portal is meant to establish accountability and ensure
taxpayer dollars are spent in accordance with a new long-term strategic economic development
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plan. The City intends to asses additional data to the TIF Portal in the future, including district and
project performance data that will be collected and published for the first time.

Previous reforms to the TIF program include a comprehensive online TIF database, which tracks all
projects in one place and provides public access to the information. To enhance accountability, the
monitoring of TIF performance was moved to the Department of Revenue, which hired independent
auditors to perform random audits. Every proposed private development TIF project now has an
assessment report that is posted online before City Council consideration, outlining the project’s
ability to create jobs and provide return on investment for the city. A specialized TIF Reform Task
Force was called to provide insight into the best methods of reforming the TIF program for
maximum effectiveness.
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